
UNITED STATES DISTRICT CO URT

SO UTHERN DISTRICT O F FLORIDA

CASE NO . 14-CR-20884-W ILLIAM S

UNITED STATES O F AM ERICA

LESLIE ROBERTS,

Defendant.

FACTUAL PROFFER

Had this case proceeded to trial, the United States would have proved beyond a reasonable

doubt that between approximately April 20l 0 and September 2012, Leslie ROBERTS (hereinafter

iithe defcndant'') was a Miami art dealer working primarily out of his Coconut Grove, Florida

gallery, M ax in the Grove. The name SiM ax in the Grove'' was a reference to the artist P.M ., who

is a living artist engaged in the production of artworks tiom a studio located in N ew York, New

York (''the New York studio''). Each P.M. work possessed both a title and a unique control or

serial ntlmber assigned to it by the New York studio. W hile m ore than one work m ay have the

same title (because it was of the same or substantially the same image), every work was assigned

its own serial number, which appeared on the back of the canvass, along with a copyright m ark.

The New York studio maintained records ofall images created and their unique serial num bers.

Each P.M . work also possessed a certit-icate ofauthenticity, with a raised seal, provided by the

New York studio that accompanied each painting upon its sale.

W hile he owned M ax in the Grove, the det-endant agreed with his son, Leslie Roberts Ills

and his daughter. Britney Roberts, to forge P.M . artwork's in order to defraud M ax in the Grove

custom erss w'ho believed they were purchasing real P.M . works. ln particular, the defendant.

Case 1:14-cr-20884-KMW   Document 15   Entered on FLSD Docket 02/06/2015   Page 1 of 3



I-eslie Roberts l1I and Britney Roberts defrauded customers by either selling them forged P.M .

paintings or, in the case ofone consignm ent client, returning tbrged P.M . paintings and tàlsely

claiming that the client's (real) painting failed to sell.

For example, In April 20 1 0, E.S. arranged for the defendant to sell 1 7 P.M . paintings on

consignm ent l'rom M ax in the Grove. E.S. had received the paintings through the New York

studio. Prior to his delivery of the paintings to the defendant, E.S. had 14 of the 1 7 paintings

professionally photographed, and E.S. photographed the rem aining 3 paintings himself. Then, on

April 26, 2010, E.S. traveled to Florida to deliver the 1 7 paintings to the defendant and later

delivered to the defkndant the certitscates ofauthenticity that accompanied each painting.

approximately April of 20 l 1 , after repeatedly reporting that E.S.'S paintings had tàiled to sell, the

defendant told E .S. that he had sold two paintings to an individual with the initials ''P.T.'' ln July

of201 1, at E.S.'S request, the defendant agreed to send 1 3 of E.S.'S 1 7 paintings back to him,

claiming that two had been sold to P.T. and that another two were to be sold to a New York

attorney.

ln mid to late July of 201 1, the delkndant shipped 14 ofthe P.M . paintings back to E.S. in

Virginia via tJl3S, a private interstate commercial carrier', E.S. received the paintings on August 4.

20 l 1 . W hen E .S. opened the wooden crate, he suspected the tsrst painting to be a tbrgery and

contacted law entbrcem ent. Upon further review by E.S., the FBI, and the New York studio, it

was detennined that one painting of the 14 was an original P.M . and that the rem aining 1 3

paintings were forgeries. 7'wo of the t-orgeries were of the same image but also contained the

same serial number, which m eant that both could not have been produced by the New York studio.

Finally, one ofthe forgeries was the same im age and serial number belonging to a painting the

defendant had earlier claimed he had sold to P.T.
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l'he losses to the victims defrauded by the defendant. Leslie Roberts. lll and Britney

Roberts, total between $400,000 and $ 1 .000,000.
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